DASSAN update 9 December 2011

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear friends, 

Human RIghts Day this weekend

Come and join us at a picnic celebration this Saturday at CDU - 1030 to 230. DASSAN will have a stall - if you are able to come along and help for any of the time you would be very welcome! More info about the day here,  or if you want to put your name down for the stall or find out more email dassan2011@gmail.com

Opening of WPIDC

This week Wickham Point Immigration Detention Centre ( pictures here) will be officially opening, with an expected arrival of up to 500 people from Christmas Island. ( Just in time for the full moon when all the biteys are at their most ferocious). DASSAN and SVDP are arranging a welcome to people. If you are interested in joining us please contact dassan2011@gmail.com or David, Volunteeer Coordinator at SVDP , at volunteer.nt@svdpnt.org.au

Gifts for people in detention

Want to give a gift to someone in detention? DASSAN's has a brand new Gifts Program which makes it easy for you to give gifts to people in detention in Darwin. Gift ideas might include, books, magazine, games & toys. Contact Fernanda, DASSAN Gifts Coordinator at dassan2011@gmail.com for further info.


Bridging Visas

Last week saw the first round of Bridging visas issued. Details of the support people will be able to access are still being worked out; more information ( from DIAC) here.

DASSAN End of Year cards available ! 

Come and get some at the Human Rights Day stall on Saturday or contact us for more information.
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Labour Conference last weekend

(report from RAC)
Inside the Labor conference’s the government’s anti-refugee policies were challenged in a debate the day before. But unfortunately amendments moved by Immigration Minister Chris Bowen’s succeeded by a narrow margin of 27 votes over Labor for Refugees’ amendments.
 Bowen forced through changes to Labor’s policy platform that enshrine offshore processing and open the door to reviving the Malaysia people swap deal. He has declared publicly his intention to re-introduce the Malaysia deal to parliament. It will not pass in the Senate, where The Greens and the Liberals will defeat it, but Bowen hopes to pass it through the lower house as a political stunt. This is aimed at continuing the government's efforts to outbid Tony Abbott on who can be “tougher” on refugees.

The government again tried to pretend that the Malaysia deal was a humanitarian measure, saying that if was approved the government could raise the refugee intake. But this only extends the original plan, where the Australian government would have accepted 4000 extra refugees in exchange for deporting 800 back to Malaysia. There is simply no reason why accepting more refugees should come at the cost of the rights of other refugees who arrive by boat. This would mean the wholesale undermining of Australia’s basic humanitarian obligation to welcome refugees. And Bowen has admitted that his call to lift the refugee intake to 20,000 is merely an “aspiration”—with no timeframe or budget for it.

A further sign of the government’s efforts to compete with the Liberals about being “tough” on refugees is its decision to begin moves to deport Afghan and Sri Lankan asylum seekers. There are two Tamil asylum seekers in Perth currently threatened with deportation next Monday and Tuesday, and an Afghan Hazara asylum seeker currently in legal limbo under this threat.

Darwin convergence next Easter

On December 3, about 70 refugee rights activists gathered in Sydney and via Skype from around the country for a national consultation. We discussed the current policy trends regarding Australia's treatment of asylum seekers and, importantly, how the campaign should respond. We can send you minutes of the meeting if you're interested. One of the main decisions the meeting made was to organise a national convergence on Darwin over Easter 2012. With Darwin now the detention capital of Australia, it will  be a great chance to highlight  the inhumanity of indefinite detention, and demand an end to it. 

A national working group will be set up to start organising the convergence. Emma and Fernanda are the DASSAN contact points for the working  group. Email us if you'd like to be a part of  the working group. DASSAN has  suggested that our contribution to the weekend of  action could be organising another Families for Families picnic, or similar event. Let us know if you'd like to help!

Visiting people in detention

If you are interested in visiting people in detention we know of many people who would appreciate a visitor from the community. For more information see our DASSAN visitor pack here or contact dassanvisits@gmail.com

DASSAN T-shirts!!

DASSAN tshirts designed by young people are available !!   - look out for them at DASSAN events and stalls or contact MyNT at youth.mynt@gmail.com

Letter writing Project

Join our letter writing project. If you would like to be involved in this project or have ideas for how we can continue to support people in detention through letter writing please contact Fernanda , the letter writing coordinator, at dassan2011@gmail.com.
Go here for ideas about letter writing

Lots more ideas about ways to get involved on our website : www.dassan.weebly.com 
 
WEBSITE

If you would like to contribute to our website or have ideas or suggestions please contact David at dassan2011@gmail.com

Resources

Go here for a great resource on myths and facts from the Australian Parliamentary Library .


NEWS WRAP UP

Government promises to target people smugglers
Two more boats carrying more than 220 asylum seekers have arrived in Australian waters in the past 48 hours. Both sides of politics have blamed each other for the surge in arrivals.

Faster release of boat minors likely: govt
Mr O'Connor used the arrival of two asylum-seeker boats within 24 hours on Monday and Tuesday to take aim at the opposition over its refusal to back the government's people-swap deal with Malaysia

Asylum-seeker arrivals pass 220 in 24 hours as two boats intercepted
Asylum seekers arrive at Christmas Island on December 6, taking the total number of boat people intercepted in the past 24 hours to more than 220

Review into 'fairness' for boatpeople seeking asylum
It will consider changing the law to allow asylum-seekers who have been refused visas on security grounds to access the sensitive material used to ban them

Refugee activists disappointed by Labor policy shift
 Ian Rintoul from the Refugee Action Coalition says making the higher intake reliant on processing the asylum seekersoverseas is effectively trading people's human rights. "If the Government was serious they would be increasing their refugee intake

Protesters target ALP conference
The Labor Party on Saturday backed a proposal to increase the nation's refugee intake while maintaining its plan to process asylum seekers offshore. Australian Council of Trade Unions president Ged Kearney said the decision was a disappointment

	First asylum seekers expected at detention centre‎
Federal Opposition politicians say about 220 asylum seekers from Christmas Island will be the first people to arrive at the new Wickham Point



Murder laws proposed for detention centres‎
If an asylum seeker dies in a detention centre here in Australia, should the company who runs the centre be held responsible?

Newest detention centre near Darwin 'unfit for humans'‎


Next DASSAN Meeting

DASSAN will not be meeting until the new year, but please join us for an end of year drink on Monday 19th December at the Beachfront Hotel

Cheers

Justine
dassan.org
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