Dear friends,

Lots of events coming up over the next couple of weeks!

Next DASSAN Meeting :  DASSAN meetings are a chance to meet other people in the network, and to share ideas and information. DASSAN meets fortnightly on Monday nights- our next meeting is Monday October 10th at 530 pm at  Volunteering SA&NT Inc ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.   All welcome.

REGGAE FOR REFUGEES -
DASSAN gig at Happy Yess! October 13th 
Raising awareness for refugees and asylum seekers in Australia. Come show support for Asylum seekers and help highlight the blatant breach of human rights occurring in Australia as we speak.  Papanya boys Tjupi Band are playing their Desert Reggae and we also have local reggae from Room 105.
Poster here - please distribute!

Visitor training night
There are many people in detention who have requested a visitor from the community. We hear many stories of how much visitors mean to people. For all people interested in visiting an individual in detention, we will be having a training night at Melaleuca on WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 12th - this coming wednesday. This training will cover the logistics of visiting, what you can expect, and how to look after yourself and the person you are visiting. If you are interested in attending please let us know ASAP at dassan2011@gmail.com
For information about visiting go to: dassan visitor information

Refugee Council of Australia Community Consultations
The Refugee Council of Australia will be in Darwin next week to conduct a series of consultations on Australia’s refugee humanitarian program. MCNT has a RCOA consultation for community members on Tuesday evening 11th October. For more information contact ppd@mcnt.org.au

10th Anniversary of the SIEVX - Wednesday October 19
6pm candle vigil, 6.30pm screening of the film Hope - 400 asylum seekers set out on a boat known as the SIEV X.  Only 7 made it to Australia.  One of them was Amal Basry.  ‘Hope is an inspiration to all Australians who hope for better treatment of refugees in future’ – Julian Burnside, QC.
venue being confirmed
comprehensive site about SIEV X:  http://sievx.com/

Ombudsman's inquiry
DASSAN is meeting with the The Commonwealth Ombudsman’s office as part of their investigation into Suicide and Self-harm in the Australian Immigration Detention Network. Please let us know if there are any issues or stories you wish us to share, in particular in relation to the terms of reference here 

T-shirt competition!  - entry date extended to October 7th ( TODAY ! IT's not too late!!!) 
There is still time for young people to enter the tshirt design competition ! The entry date has been extended till 7th October - 3 winning designs will be chosen and will be available at the Happy Yess GIg on October 13th. More info - contact Zac

What can I do?

Visit people in detention
Join our letter writing project
Write to politicians
Write to the NT news
Come to a DASSAN meeting
Come to the Happy Yess Fundraiser
Enter or spread the word about the tshirt competition
learn about the issues and share information with friends and colleagues

and much more !!! 


Mental Health Forum
Michael Dudley – Chair of Suicide Prevention Australia will be the keynote speaker at the MHW Community Forum and Expo on Friday 14th October.  He is keen to hear about issues in the NT (particularly around Indigenous, youth and asylum seekers/ refugees). For nore information contact Nfanwy: Nfanwy Welsh <nfanwy@ntmhc.org.au>

Concerts at the NIDC 
A group of volunteers are working towards running regular concerts at the Darwin Detention Centre. There is one tentatively set for Thu Oct 13,  mainly using those in the Centre as the entertainers.
Help needed!!!! - anyone interested in lending a hand in preparing for and running these concerts can contact Kevin on 
0411 135 418 or   macca@blarneybulletin.com

Bike Repair Workshop
Any refugee bike enthusiasts who want to assist people in purchasing and repairing bikes from the Tip Shop? Contact David davidfntau@gmail.com

News Wrap
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Catholic Bishop of Darwin says he is angered by national leaders trying to make political gain from the plight of asylum seekers.  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-04/20111004-asylum-seeker-forum-darwin/3208278
 
The Federal Opposition says a new immigration detention centre being built at Wickham Point in Darwin is only going to put more pressure on Northern Territory Police.  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-09-27/20110927-keenan-on-dention-centre-policinng/2946260
 
Volunteers hope to begin visiting asylum seekers at the Pontville immigration detention centre near Hobart within weeks as another 59 people were transferred there this week.  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-02/20111002-pontville-detention-centre-numbers-increase/3205512?section=tas
 
An asylum seeker who spoke publicly about conditions in the Curtin detention centre in Western Australia's far north says he was threatened with violence by a senior staff member. 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-04/asylum-seeker-complains-of-threats/3208908?section=wa

Julia Gillard has called her Malaysian counterpart Najib Razak to reassure him Australia remains committed to the controversial refugee swap.http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/immigration/deal-still-on-gillard-tells-malaysia/story-fn9hm1gu-1226157591136
 
TWO out of three refugee rejections issued to boat people are being overturned on the grounds of legal error and lack of fairness when they reach federal courts. http://www.smh.com.au/national/legal-errors-reverse-more-than-half-of-refugee-rulings-20111003-1l5du.html#ixzz1a2TwX1S5
 
A lawyer for an accused people smuggler says his client had not committed a crime because the people he was transporting by boat to Australia had a right to come and apply for refugee status under international laws.
http://www.smh.com.au/national/lawyer-throws-down-challenge-in-people-smuggler-case-20111003-1l5e1.html#ixzz1a2UPPWgz
 
A former member of Australia's Refugee Review Tribunal says many asylum seeker applications are initially rejected to meet the Government's political agenda.  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-04/government-accused-of-interfering-with-refugee-tribunal/3208312
 
Iranians have overtaken Afghans as the biggest group of boat asylum seekers and been labelled ''troublemakers'' by immigration officials unable to send failed refugees home. http://www.smh.com.au/national/troublemaker-tag-shrouds-refugees-survival-struggles-20111002-1l3v4.html
 
Hysterical political debate ignores the fears of vulnerable people. Another sensible opinion piece from former senior DIAC bureaucrats calling for an end to mandatory detention, if only the politicians would listen to them.
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/politics/hysterical-political-debate-ignores-the-fears-of-vulnerable-people-20111002-1l3rk.html
 

Top medical organisations have warned Immigration Minister Chris Bowen that using X-rays to determine the age of crewmen from asylum-seeker boats is "unethical", "unreliable" and "untrustworthy" and would be illegal in Britain. This technique has also been used to determine the age of asylum seekers. http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/doctors-slam-asylum-age-test/story-fn59niix-1226159633654
 
Prof Ben Saul advised the Inquiry into Mandatory Detention that locking up asylum seekers indefinitely is extremist and breaches international law
http://www.skynews.com.au/topstories/article.aspx?id=669518&vId=
 
Elsewhere
 
Some 25,000 people have arrived in Ethiopia over the last three weeks to escape fighting between the Sudanese army and rebels in Blue Nile state    http://www.sudantribune.com/UN-25-000-flee-to-Ethiopia-to,40290
 
Iranian dissidents in Iraq seek refugee status  http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/10/02/2435264/iranian-dissidents-in-iraq-seek.html  

Help needed
DASSAN is a volunteer network and we need help! 
In particular, we are looking for people who can help with
- Website maintenance ( keeping the website up to date - no techy skills required!)
- organising events
- information gathering and sharing
- media work
- supporting the letter writing project
and much more! Please let us know if you are interested and have a regular hour or two you can share

The Dassdigest is sent out once a week ( more or less). If you would like more regular updates please email dassan2011@gmail.com with dassalert in the subject line
cheers
Justine
dassan.org
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