DASSAN UPDATE 4/11/11

Dear friends,

[bookmark: _GoBack]We continue to receive reports of suicide attempts and self harm every day from NIDC. If you are interested in joining with us to stop this desperation and despair please contact dassan2011@gmail.com. As Tom Keneally said in his moving piece on Shooty's death in Villawood last week: 

At least until the next suicide, the next foretold and desperate death, some Australians, an increasing number, weep for you as for a brother. Some curse the ineptitude, the cosy lies, the political conjuring and party self-deceit that brought you to your death. And the ironic truth is your remains will have a claim on a patch of Australian soil we wouldn't give you before.
If we could summon up your soul from that place, we would offer you our useless apologies. If we could summon up your soul, we would ask it to remain among us - the man who was on the brink of Australian-ness, led to water, not allowed to drink. But for now, mandatory detention rolls on, a wheel that crushes many and avails Australia nothing.
What we need, Shooty, what we Australians need for the peace of our souls, is a whisper, a breeze from the direction of your vanished spirit. And what it would say is: treat us as members of the same species. What it would say is: I thought you were a just people.
(http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/politics/vaunted-values-too-slow-to-save-neglected-son-from-fatal-despair-20111101-1mttl.html) 
Another Drowning
We heard the tragic news of at least 8 people drowned this week on a desperate trip for safety. ( Java boat search now a recovery operation, People were trapped below. It was the worst nightmare', Lost on a cruel sea - Sydney family mourns two-year-old in asylum boat sinking) Our thoughts are with them and their families and all who have lost lives and suffered. Meanwhile our politicians play the blame game. (Politicians argue blame for asylum seeker deaths, Boat tragedy should prompt asylum vote: Abbott)

NEXT DASSAN MEETING
This coming Monday 9th, 5.30 pm, Volunteers SA/NT ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin
All Welcome

WEBSITE
Welcome to David, our new website coordinator. If you would like to contribute to the website or have ideas or suggestions please contact David at dassan2011@gmail.com

Writing to people in detention
If you would like to be involved in this project or have ideas for how we can continue to support people in detnetion through letter writing please contact Fernanda , the letter writing coordinator, at dassan2011@gmail.com
Visiting people in detention  
We have requests for a community visitor from many people in detention. Visiting is a way to show asylum seekers that there are people in our community who care about them and we hear all the time about what a difference it makes for people to have a visitor. 

New Visitor Training night, and information session for current visitors
We are planning another visitor training night on MONDAY NOVEMBER 14th, combined with an information session for current visitors. This is a chance for visitors to get together, and we will be running a legal information session as well as someone from DIAC Case Management attending for part of the meeting to answer questions.
If you are interested or would like to know more please  contact the DASSAN Visitor Program at dassanvisits@gmail.com.
For information about visiting go to: dassan visitor information

T-shirts
New DASSAN tshirts designed by young people are available !!   - look out for them at DASSAN events and stalls or contact MyNT at youth.mynt@gmail.com

DASSAN END OF YEAR EVENT - December 1st
Join us on December 1st at the Railway Club to celebrate a year of hard work. Live music and entertainment! Stay tuned for more information - if you are interested in helping organise or on the night contact Hayley at dassan2011@gmail.com

A different people smuggler story this Sunday night on Dateline: 
"I've had personal experience with people smugglers and I believe it is my duty, not just my wish, to thank them."
Les Murray ( SBS Sports Presenter) 55 years ago, Les and his family were forced to escape from communism, and Sunday’s Dateline travels to Hungary with him to retrace their steps.
Les wants to find the people smuggler who helped them. While many see people smugglers as taking advantage of the most vulnerable, Les says enormous risks were taken for his family and he’s determined to track the man down and say thank you. He has only a few clues, including the first name of one of the people involved and the name of the village where he lived.
http://www.sbs.com.au/dateline/story/about/id/601387/n/Les-Murray-s-Mission

THE NORTHERN INSTITUTE talk on Asylum Seekers:
The Northern Institute Master Class Series presents: Dr Jane Haggis, Associate Professor, School of International Studies, Flinders University  SA speaks on: White Australia and the Limits to Hospitality: Towards a Cosmo-politics of Asylum,    CDU, WEDNESDAY 16 November  1.30 pm – 3.30 pm    . More info:      thenortherninstitute@cdu.edu.au

What can I do?
Visit people in detention
Join our letter writing project
Write to politicians
Write to the NT news
Come to a DASSAN meeting
learn about the issues and share information with friends and colleagues
and much more! go to www.dassan.weebly.com for more

News Wrap Up

Refugees' protest ends with suicide attempts
Often other asylum seekers bear witness or are involved in trying to prevent it. Many suffer vicarious trauma and distress of having to be involved.” Two refugees staged an eight-day protest on the roof of the Darwin detention centre.

	$1.7m compensation proposed for held Iranian family
THE Immigration Department breached the human rights of a family of Iranian asylum seekers detained under the Howard government, including a 10-year-old child, the Human Rights Commissioner has found

'People were trapped below. It was the worst nightmare'
ASYLUM seekers begged the captain of the tiny vessel not to take them out to sea but were refused and within an hour of its journey to Australia the vessel sunk, drowning at least eight.

	Time to clear up some security clearance doubts
To rely on the Sri Lankan agencies as sole providers of information on asylum seekers under Australian protection is perhaps understandable but unfair. It allows an unacceptable bias to be built into the process of assessment

Java boat search now a recovery operation
Indonesian authorities have scaled back their sea search but will continue scouring the shoreline near where an asylum seeker boat sank while en route to Australia, killing at least eight people

guard 'victim of Curtin tension'
A FEMALE security guard suffered head injuries when she was allegedly bashed amid rising tensions amongasylum-seekers at Western Australia's Curtin Immigration Detention Centre

Asher calls for rethink on security-risk refugees
In a report written before his resignation over collusion with Greens senator Sarah-Hanson Young, Mr Asher says he is "increasingly concerned" that no solution has been found for asylum-seekers in these circumstance

			Concerns over ASIO evaluation‎
The Refugee Council of Australia says asylum seekers given negative security assessments by ASIO should have the right to an independent review

appeal application denied‎ 
Western Australia's highest court has dismissed an application by an Iraqi man to appeal against his conviction for people smuggling.

	miners join detention workers strike on Christmas Island


MINE workers on Christmas Island have joined detention centre maintenance staff in strike action, citing the surging cost of living on the remote outpost







	A small community finds room in its heart for asylum seekers
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