Dear friends

Thanks to those who came to the meeting this week - it was great to share information and plan some action. DASSAN meets fortnightly. We will be moving our meetings back to Monday nights at 530 pm, and are looking for a good , accessible Northern Suburbs venue. Please let us know if you have any ideas - next meeting is on Monday August 15th

Website
We now have a website which has information about DASSAN, links to other organisations, resources, and ideas for getting involved. It is very much a work in progress, ideas, suggestions and help are welcome!

Upcoming events:

Family 4 Family - Asylum seeker support BBQ and concert. 
Come and join in an afternoon of picnics, games and live music to show support for children, adults and families in detention in Darwin.

When: Sunday 25 September, 2011
Where: On the big block of land opposite the Darwin Airport Lodge
Time: 3pm onwards
Why: To send a message to those living in detention to stay strong and let them know they are supported.
Bring: Your family, friends, food, music.

Look forward to seeing you there.

If you want to know more or are interested in helping, contact: Cat Beaton cata.beaton@gmail.com

We are also hoping to have a fundraiser at Happy Yess around the same time - stay tuned for more details!

Market Stalls
Are you interested in helping at a market stall for DASSAN? We are planning to have one at Mindil Beach on Sunday September 18th, and may have stalls at other markets too. Contact Emma: emmaisnow@gmail.com

Visiting news
Thank you to all those who make time to visit people in detention. It makes a huge difference to people to have someone from the community come and spend time with them because they care about what is happening. If you are interested in visiting and would like to know more, contact dassan2011@gmail.com

There will be a gathering for visitors next Monday 8th at 7pm at Bogarts in Parap - for people to share stories, ideas, information and catch up. For more information contact Becky : becky@thenathans.com

News:

The Drum on the use of Tasers on people being transferred to Malaysia: http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/2820872.html
Use of force:http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-08-02/police-riot-gear-xmas/2821028
Government plans to post the removal of people on You Tube: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-08-02/malaysia-swap-deal-on-youtube/2820400/?site=melbourne

Art exhibition - next Thursday!!
Supreme Court August 11, 2011
Footprints of my Heart - Art from Darwin detention centres.
Help needed - please contact Vikki on 0467272127 
http://footprintsofmyheart.wordpress.com/2011/06/19/hello-world/

Children in Detention
There are now nearly 160 children in detention in Darwin. DASSAN put out a press release on this today , attached at the end of this message.

DASSAN needs help ! 
We are always looking for people who can help with many things, including producing banners and information, fundraising, organising events, staffing stalls, raising public awareness, and much more! Pl
ease contact us at dassan2011@gmail.com

Cheers

Justine
DASSAN
Dassan website
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