Dear friends

Welcome to all the new members of our mailing list. The DASSAN network continues to grow - we look forward to working together!

Thank you all who came along to the wonderful families for families event last Sunday outside the DAL. And special thanks to the musicians, sound people, Cat , and everyone else who worked so hard to make it happen. Some messages from inside the DAL about the day:

"we were listening to music and people were dancing and thanks for your idea about us."

"a happy day in sad days"

"thanks for everything we were all so much happiness to have the music today and the people who came to show they remember us. we will be remember the peoples of darwin all the time. all of us are tanking to you, tell everyone we say thank you to know we are not alone"

Come along to our next event - a DASSAN gig at Happy Yess! October 13th -stay tuned for an excited line up!!  see you there


What can I do?

Visit people in detention
Join our letter writing project
Write to politicians
Write to the NT news
Come to a DASSAN meeting
Come to the Happy Yess Fundraiser
Enter or spread the word about the tshirt competition
learn about the issues and share information with friends and colleagues

and much more !!! 

Visitor training night
There are many people in detention who have requested a visitor from the community. We hear many stories of how much visitors mean to people. For all people interested in visiting an individual in detention, we will be having a training night at Melaleuca on WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 11th ( please note this is a new date). This training will cover the logistics of visiting, what you can expect, and how to look after yourself and the person you are visiting. If you are interested in attending please let us know ASAP at dassan2011@gmail.com
For information about visiting go to: dassan visitor information

public forum ‘Mandatory Detention: Australia’s Shame’ 
on the evening of Monday 3rd October  ( this coming Monday) at the Museum and Art Gallery of the NT Theatre from 5.30 – 7pm. flyer attached - please spread the work

T-shirt competition!  - entry date extended to October 7th
There is still time for young people to enter the tshirt design competition ! The entry date has been extended till 7th October - 3 winning designs will be chosen and will be available at the Happy Yess GIg on October 13th. More info - contact Zac

Q and A in Darwin - October 17th
Interested in joining the audience? Register here: 
http://www2b.abc.net.au/AudienceBooking/Client/AudienceRegistration.aspx

Mental Health Forum
Michael Dudley – Chair of Suicide Prevention Australia will be the keynote speaker at the MHW Community Forum and Expo on Friday 14th October.  He is keen to hear about issues in the NT (particularly around Indigenous, youth and asylum seekers/ refugees). For nore information contact Nfanwy: Nfanwy Welsh <nfanwy@ntmhc.org.au>

Concerts at the NIDC 
A group of volunteers are working towards running regular concerts at the Darwin Detention Centre. There is one tentatively set for Thu Oct 13,  mainly using those in the Centre as the entertainers.
Help needed!!!! - anyone interested in lending a hand in preparing for and running these concerts can contact Kevin on 0411 135 418 or   macca@blarneybulletin.com

Bike Repair Workshop
Any refugee bike enthusiasts who want to assist people in purchasing and repairing bikes from the Tip Shop? Contact David davidfntau@gmail.com


Australian Human RIghts Commission Report on Curtin:
This report was released yesterday : go to     
http://humanrights.gov.au/human_rights/immigration/idc2011_curtin.html.

The Scanlon Report found that refugees are welcome but people remain 'implacably hostile' to those who come by boat/
Mapping Social Cohesion 2011 Report – Summary of Key Findings

News
Asylum seekers not alone - Families for Families event last week
Darwin groups give evidence to the parliamentary Inquiry
"Detention of asylum-seeker children and their families is a form of child abuse,"says the AMA 
Labour party grassroots oppose asylum policy: 
http://m.theage.com.au/national/grassroots-backlash-over-asylum-policy-20110928-1kx9z.html
Protests in NIDC
Media Release from DASSAN

Help needed
DASSAN is a volunteer network and we need help! 
In particular, we are looking for people who can help with
- Website maintenance ( keeping the website up to date - no techy skills required!)
- organising events
- information gathering and sharing
- media work
- supporting the letter writing project
and much more! Please let us know if you are interested and have a regular hour or two you can share

Next DASSAN Meeting :  DASSAN meetings are a chance to meet other people in the network, and to share ideas and information. DASSAN meets fortnightly on Monday nights- our next meeting is Monday October 10th at 530 pm at  Volunteering SA&NT Inc ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.   All welcome.

The Dassdigest is sent out once a week ( more or less). If you would like more regular updates please email dassan2011@gmail.com with dassalert in the subject line
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