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Dear friends

Thanks to all who came along to a wonderful night of music, food, and entertainment at freedom songs - great job Tim and Hayley and all the entertainment! Delicious food from My Sisters Kitchen and a successful raffle and awards presentation! The night was a great success, with almost 200 people dancing and eating the night away.

Special thanks to the performers - Groupie Funksters, Mark Hilton and the Two Few, and the Darwin Dancing and Drumming Group, as well as the raffle sponsors VIva La Body, Dymocks, Humidity Homewares, the Jumping Crocodile Cruise and local artists Leanne Waterhouse, Bry McVicar and Frank Gohier. Lisa Pelligrino was a wonderful MC and the Railway Club ( thanks Anna!) provided a great venue. 

DASSAN's strength is in its members and it was great for so many of us to come together last night and celebrate a years hard work , as well as prepare for the time ahead. Welcome to the new members of the mailing list - we look forward to working with you!

Bridging visas

This week saw the first asylum seekers move into the community with ' bridging visas'. More information , provided by DIAC, here. Some of the media had a field day with this - see the Daily Telegraph whip up some xenophobia here: Detainee deluge - thousands of boat people to invade NSW. We welcome the move out of detention into the community and hope to be able to support people here in Darwin.

Wickham Point IDC opening soon

WPIDC ( pictures here), the new 1500 bed detention  centre 35 km from Darwin,  is due to open in the next couple of weeks. The Media and community groups had a tour of the centre this week - see here for a report on the Centre from a DASSAN member. 

ALP National Conference

The ALP is having their conference this weekend where refugee and asylum seeker issues will be high on the agenda. Stay tuned for the next chapter - Minister Bowen is trying to resurrect the ' Malaysia solution' while Senator Trish Crossin sent her apologies last night because : "  I am in Sydney for the National Conference of the ALP......trying to push for some change to our policy." Lets hope so!


Events coming up!

Come and help Celebrate Human Rights Day 2011

Human Rights Day Picnic , CDU, December 10th 10:30am-2:30pm (Building Red 2, Basketball court).  You will be entertained by the Wade Finnagin Band. There will be food and drinks sold and DASSAN will have a stall, so come picnic with us as the events unfold. More detailshere

UN International Human Rights Day Breakfast on December 9th, 7 - 9am - the theme is ' Do Asylum Seekers Have Human Rights?' - speakers Senator Trish Crossin, Bishop Eugene Hurley, and John Lawrence SC. Link to Information here or contact : administrationadc@nt.gov.au Phone: 8999 1444


DASSAN End of Year Cards
 
We have some wonderful DASSAN end of year cards available, designed by DASSAN member Beck.
 
The cards will be available at the DASSAN stall on Human Rights Day and at other events, as well as at DASSAN meetings.
 
Gifts for people in detention
 
Want to give a gift to someone in detention? DASSAN's has a brand new Gifts Program which makes it easy for you to give gifts to people in detention in Darwin. Gift ideas might include, books, magazine, games & toys. Contact Fernanda, DASSAN Gifts Coordinator at dassan2011@gmail.com for further info.

Visiting people in detention

If you are interested in visiting people in detention we know of many people who would appreciate a visitor from the community. For more information see our DASSAN visitor pack here or contact dassanvisits@gmail.com

DASSAN T-shirts!!
New DASSAN tshirts designed by young people are available !!   - look out for them at DASSAN events and stalls or contact MyNT at youth.mynt@gmail.com

NEXT DASSAN MEETING

Monday 5 December, 5.30 pm, Volunteers SA/NT ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.  All welcome .

LETTER WRITING PROJECT

Join our letter writing project. If you would like to be involved in this project or have ideas for how we can continue to support people in detention through letter writing please contact Fernanda , the letter writing coordinator, at dassan2011@gmail.com.
Go here for ideas about letter writing


Lots more ideas about ways to get involved on our website : www.dassan.weebly.com 
 
WEBSITE

If you would like to contribute to our website or have ideas or suggestions please contact David at dassan2011@gmail.com

NEWS WRAP UP

Age editorial 1 December- 
Australia should treat all asylum seekers the same, however they get here. This is not a case of wisdom in hindsight; The Age has advocated this for more than a decade.

Minister Bowen's opinion piece in the Age: 
" Labor should aspire to have a resettlement target of 20,000 people a year. For reasons of fiscal responsibility and maintaining public confidence in the migration program, this would need to accompanied by successful regional agreements to tackle people smuggling."

Detainees held in 'de facto' Guantanamo
Asylum-seekers given negative security assessments from intelligence authorities are not eligible for release into community detention. If they refuse to return to their home countries, or a third country cannot be found, they risk being indefinitely detained

Asylum seekers will begin moving into the community today after a government ...
LABOR will begin moving at least 100 asylum seekers a month into community detention, more than a month after it was forced into a humiliating back down over its proposed Malaysian solution.

Labor rewinds asylum regime
Refugee advocates said a single protection visa process was a logical step for the government, following a High Court ruling 12 months ago that opened up the access of asylum-seekers who were processed on Christmas Island to the mainland legal system

Asylum seekers to be released from detention
The Federal Government will start using bridging visas to process asylum seekers in the community in the coming days. Immigration Minister Chris Bowen says those granted the visas have undergone initial checks and security clearances

	Asylum seekers released on bridging visas
SOME asylum seekers detained in Darwin are among the first to be released into the community on bridging visas but it will be up to them where they live.



Release from detention offers a ray of hope
Dostizada is one of 27 asylum seekers who was released on Friday on bridging visas in what amounts to the beginning of the end of a system that mental health experts say has created a generation of asylum seekers who suffer from mental disorders

Detainee deluge - thousands of boat people to invade NSW
Many more coming ... asylum seekers at Christmas Island / Pic: Colin Murty Source: The Daily Telegraph THE state government is planning for several thousand boat arrivals to be released into the community following the collapse of the Gillard ...

	More boat people to flee Burma
REFUGEE advocates expect a new wave of "stateless" Rohingya asylum seekers to attempt perilous sea voyages in rickety boats from ports in Bangladesh, raising concerns about how they will be treated if they land in Thailand.



Protesting asylum seekers refusing water
THREE asylum seekers who have sewn their lips together in protest at Darwin's immigration detention centre have stopped taking fluids

Protesting asylum seekers taking fluids
TWO Kurdish asylum seekers in Darwin who sewed their lips together more than a week ago are continuing their protest, but have begun taking fluids.

'Overwhelmed' Serco used admin staff as security guards
SERCO has admitted being "overwhelmed" by the sheer number of asylum-seekers sent to its detention centres and confirmed that administrative staff were dressed up as security officers to help bolster numbers in a riot

Detention conditions: degrading, intolerable and inhumane
By making places of detention more open, transparent and accountable, it helps to ensure that persons deprived of liberty – whether people with psychiatric illness, prisoners, people with disability or asylum seekers – are treated with basic dignity

And to finish off - thanks for this great graphic sent in by a DASSAN member : ( also on our website here) 

[image: ]

Cheers,

Justine
dassan.org
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