Malaysia People Swap & Action at Warren Snowdon's Office Today!
 
As you may have heard, the High Court has scrapped the Government's Malaysia people swap deal, finding that Malaysia is not a 'safe third country' for Australia send asylum seekers to for the processing of their asylum claims (I think, I haven't finished reading the judgment yet). Bit of a double edged sword in some ways, great that the deal is scrapped, but it makes Tony Abbott feel that bit closer to power.
 
Julia Gillard has taken to petulantly criticising the Chief Justice of the High Court, always a winning communications strategy...
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/national/national/general/gillard-hits-out-at-high-court/2278651.aspx 
 
Action at Warren Snowdon's Office Today!!
In light of the historic High Court ruling on the Malaysia Solution, there will be a lunchtime vigil outside Federal Government MP Warren Snowdon’s office in Mitchell St TODAY, Friday 2 September, to show support for the ruling and opposition to Labour’s refugee policies.
 
Meet at Roma Bar at 12:30 - 12:45 for the walk to Snowdon's office.
 
Get involved
 
Visit people in detention. We will have another visitor training night soon - please let us know if you are interested in coming
 
Write a letter to someone in detention
 
Mindil Beach Markets stall, Sunday September 18th, 4 - 8pm. Help needed to staff the stall! contact Emma
 
Families for Families - at the DAL, September 25th, 3 - 6pm. Help with organising or on the day! contact Cat
 
Happy Yess Fundraiser, October 13th. Music, bands , performances. Contact Chris
 
There are other ways to get involved. If you have an idea for an event, protest, advocacy strategy, program etc and are willing to be involved in organising it, email us.  
 
News Wrap
 
The Pontville Detention Centre has opened in Tasmania with 35 asylum seekers transferred from Curtin. Up to 400 people will be detained there. Great work by the Tasmanian Seeker Support Group in giving the asylum seekers a warm welcome.
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2011/s3307878.htm 
 
The Herald Sun is outraged that asylum seekers are allowed to call their families and lawyers
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/more-news/we-pay-for-asylum-seekers-to-have-a-chat/story-fn7x8me2-1226125851977
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-09-01/20110901-asylum-seekers-arrive-in-tasmania/2865806
 
Advocacy from another angle. A Dutch game show which pits failed asylum seekers against each other, with the winner awarded 4000 Euro to help cushion the blow of returning to their country of origin.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/sep/01/dutch-gameshow-asylum-seekers-quiz
 
People smugglers are offering asylum seekers in Indonesia passage to Australia by boat for as little as $US500 ($A467) upfront, with the rest being paid after they are granted residency and find work, according to Afghans.
 http://www.theage.com.au/national/travel-discount-proves-alluring-20110901-1joay.html#ixzz1Wk47bwC4
 
A group of refugees who have been refused a protection visa by the government on security grounds will apeal to the UN Human Rights Commission
http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/detainees-to-appeal-directly-to-the-un-20110829-1jiry.html 

More regular updates
 
If you would like more regular updates please email us with 'dassanlert' in the subject.
_______________________________________________
Dassdigest mailing list
Dassdigest@dassan.org
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://dassan.org/mailman/listinfo/dassdigest_dassan.org
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