Dear friends

DASSAN needs help ! 

There are almost 350 people on the DASSAN mailing list, and more people join every day. It is great to know that there are so many of us who are concerned about issues affecting asylum seekers. People often ask what they can do - DASSAN members provide support to people in detention ( visiting, letter writing and donations), information and education ( public events, training , leaflets, a website) and advocacy ( for individuals and on these issues in general). All the work of DASSAN is done by volunteers - and we are always looking for people who can help with many things, including advocacy work, producing banners and information, fundraising, organising events, staffing stalls, raising public awareness, and much more! see getting involved and what can I do for more ideas, or contact us at dassan2011@gmail.com.

DASSAN is looking for a website coordinator!!! Are you interested in maintaining our website with latest news, events and links? this takes about an hour or two a week and does not require technical skills - just a computer and internet access. To find out more contact dassan2011@gmail.com

Protests in Darwin
Two Rohingyan men remain on the roof of the NIDC engaged in a peaceful protest. They have been on the roof since Tuesday. Both men have been in detention for two years waiting for an ASIO security clearance. They were found to be genuine refugees in May 2010. You can assist the men by telling the Minister that these men should be immediately released into the community. chris.bowen.mp@aph.gov.au  

GetUp Campaign
Yesterday news broke of yet another life lost in our detention system. A young Sri Lankan man took his own life after nearly two years of detention inside Villawood -- despite being granted refugee status (but not release) earlier this year. Who stands accountable when a man is locked away for seeking asylum, refused even a day's respite after nearly 730 days of captivity and finally takes his own life in despair? Tell our government enough -- end this disgrace. 
http://www.getup.org.au/detention-disgrace 

Visiting people in detention  
We have requests for a community visitor from many people in detention. We are planning another visitor training night on NOVEMBER 16th, combined with an information session for current visitors. If you are interested please  contact the DASSAN Visitor Program at dassanvisits@gmail.com.
For information about visiting go to: dassan visitor information

T-shirts
New DASSAN tshirts designed by young people are available !!   - look out for them at DASSAN events and stalls or contact MyNT at youth.mynt@gmail.com

What can I do?

Visit people in detention
Join our letter writing project
Write to politicians
Write to the NT news
Come to a DASSAN meeting
learn about the issues and share information with friends and colleagues

and much more! go to www.dassan.weebly.com for more

news round up ( thanks Rohan)

TEENAGERS may be placed at risk of sexual assault, drugs are wrongly prescribed and suicide attempts are seen every day by staff in immigration detention centres.
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/immigration/detention-shock-teens-at-risk-suicide-bids-daily-say-staff/story-fn9hm1gu-1226175633748
 
ANOTHER suicide at Villawood Detention Centre has furious refugee groups questioning how long the federal government will continue mandatory detention.
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/more-news/refugee-advocates-slam-mandatory-detention-after-suicide-at-villawood/story-fn7x8me2-1226177504963
The Northern Immigration Detention Centre in Darwin is the worst in Australia, according to the Greens. http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-25/20111025-darwin-detention-centre-four-corners/3599252/?site=darwin&section=news
THE Commonwealth Ombudsman's office received a report six days ago about the 27-year-old Tamil detainee who took his life at the Villawood detention centre on Tuesday night. http://www.smh.com.au/national/dead-detainees-case-file-reached-ombudsman-too-late-20111026-1mk8r.html#ixzz1bzF5e3yWhttp://www.smh.com.au/national/dead-detainees-case-file-reached-ombudsman-too-late-20111026-1mk8r.html
Even the bureaucrats running our system for asylum seekers say it's broken.  http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/detention-does-no-good-20111026-1mk26.html#ixzz1bzFntb3H
A DETAINEE has shattered teeth and a suspected broken nose after a fight with guards at a remote Queensland detention centre.  http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/breaking-news/broken-teeth-in-asylum-seeker-fight/story-e6frf7jx-1226174237887   http://www.cairns.com.au/article/2011/10/24/187531_local-news.html 
Here's a bunch of articles about Julia Gillard and Tony Abbott blaming each other for the latest boat arrivals. It's intellectually insulting and generally quite tedious, but sadly it's what comes up when I search asylum seekers.
http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/coalition-seeks-borderprotection-funds-20111023-1me7s.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-23/fingers-pointed-over-latest-boat-arrivals/3596012
http://www.skynews.com.au/topstories/article.aspx?id=676851&vId=2795803&cId=Top%20Stories
Malaysia and Julia Gillard remain committed to the Malaysia solution. Everyone else moved on a while ago.http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/malaysia-still-keen-on-lucrative-asylum-seeker-swap-deal/story-e6freuy9-1226178377904
When third country resettlement for Burmese refugees living in Thailand started in 2005, all 50 teachers at the Tham Hin refugee camp’s school had to be replaced.    http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94047
 
A refugee from Sudan was excited to meet the Queen this week   http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/local/news/general/exrefugee-expresses-faith-in-queen/2333178.aspx


Next DASSAN Meeting :  
DASSAN meetings are a chance to meet other people in the network, and to share ideas and information. DASSAN meets fortnightly on Monday nights- our next meeting is Monday November 7th at 530 pm at  Volunteering SA&NT Inc ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.   All welcome

Cheers

Justine
dassan.org


Dassdigest is mailed out ( more or less) weekly. If you would like more regular updates of events as they are happening, you can join our dassalert list - email dassan2011@weebly.com
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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