DASSAN update 24 November 2011

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hey DASSAN Members
 
Welcome to this week's update:
 
“Freedom Songs” - DASSAN Fundraiser
When: Thursday 1st Dec, Darwin Railway Club, Parap 7pm-11:30pm
Cost: $10 suggested donation
Purpose: raising funds for the Darwin Asylum Seeker Support and Advocacy Network, a volunteer community based organisation seeking to bring about a more humane treatment of people seeking asylum in this country. The funds will be used towards the costs of hiring information billboards around darwin and community information events to raise awareness about asylum seeker issues.
Line-up: Mark Hilton and the Two Few, Groupie Funksters, Darwin Dance & Drumming Group
Prizes will be raffled and auctioned on the night. Prizes kindly donated by Spectacular Jumping Crocodile Cruises, Humidity Gifts & Homewares and Viva La Body. Art work donated by local artists and artists in detention.
The Inaugural Howard Award - for the Humanitarian Treatment of Asylum Seekers will be awarded on the night
DELICIOUS FOOD available from 7pm by My Sisters Kitchen
Contact event volunteer coordinator Tim Walsh for more details on 0418 804 817 or tim-walsh@netspace.net.au
 
DASSAN End of Year Cards
 
We have some wonderful DASSAN end of year cards available, designed by DASSAN member Beck.
 
The cards will be available at Freedom Songs, and at DASSAN stalls on Human Rights Day and at other events, as well as at DASSAN meetings.
 
Gifts for people in detention
 
Want to give a gift to someone in detention? DASSAN's has a brand new Gifts Program which makes it easy for you to give gifts to people in detention in Darwin. Gift ideas might include, books, magazine, games & toys. Contact Fernanda, DASSAN Gifts Coordinator at dassan2011@gmail.com for further info.
 
Human Rights Day - 10 December
 
Human Rights Day is a calendar event and celebrated globally on 10 December.  The event this year will be held at CDU on Saturday, 10 December between 10:30am-2:30pm (Building Red 2, Basketball court).  You will be entertained by the Wade Finnagin Band. There will be food and drinks sold and DASSAN will have a stall, so come picnic with us as the events unfold.
 
Visiting people in detention

If you are interested in visiting people in detention we know of many people who would appreciate a visitor from the community. For more information contact dassanvisits@gmail.com

DASSAN T-shirts!!
New DASSAN tshirts designed by young people are available !!   - look out for them at DASSAN events and stalls or contact MyNT at youth.mynt@gmail.com

NEXT DASSAN MEETING

Monday 8 December, 5.30 pm, Volunteers SA/NT ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.  All welcome .

What can I do?

 
Visit people in detention.  Contact dassanvisits@gmail.com for more information
 
Join our letter writing project. If you would like to be involved in this project or have ideas for how we can continue to support people in detention through letter writing please contact Fernanda , the letter writing coordinator, at dassan2011@gmail.com.
Go here for ideas about letter writing
Write to politicians, Write to the NT news, Come to a DASSAN meeting learn about the issues and share information with friends and colleaguesand much more! go to www.dassan.weebly.com to find out how to do all these things and more
 
Website:  If you would like to contribute to our website or have ideas or suggestions please contact David at dassan2011@gmail.com
 
This week's news
 
Greens propose ban on jailing Indonesian kids
THE Greens will introduce legislation to Parliament aimed at stopping Indonesian children on people-smuggling charges being locked up in adult jails in Australia. 

Silent protest sees lips sewn together
THREE asylum seekers have sown their lips together and two overdosed on tablets in a Darwin detention centre, according to a Refugee Action Coalition. Immigration Department spokesman Sandi Logan yesterday confirmed that five men had "harmed" themselves but refused to say what they had done to themselves.
Irony lost in cry to deport visa overstayers, asylum seekers
IRONY and the internet seldom mix well. Throw in blog comments from readers on a divisive and highly charged topic such as immigration and you have a recipe for monumental misunderstanding.
Fourth boat brings week's asylum-seeker tally to 339
 
SHORE-BASED radar on Christmas Island has detected the fourth asylum-seeker boat this week to be apprehended in Australian waters, the latest arrival carrying 98 passengers and two Indonesian crew.
 
 
ENOUGH ILLEGALS TO POPULATE A CITY: 60,000 - and most of them are Brits and Americans
 
One in every 390 in country is illegal
Americans, Britons among biggest offenders
20,000 have stayed for decade or more

Anger at asylum seeker fly-in cost
A Tasmanian Liberal Senator's again claiming cost blow-outs at the Pontville Detention Centre, north of Hobart.
 
Court stops forced deportation of asylum seeker
The federal government's plan to deport an Afghan asylum seeker by force for the first time has been stopped by the courts.
Afghan Hazara man Ismail Mirza Jan, 27, wept in the Sydney Federal Magistrates Court yesterday as a temporary injunction blocked his forced removal from Australia to Kabul. 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