10 years since the Tampa
 
10 years. 10 years since refugees officially became a cross-bench political football for Australia's politicians and many of its less savoury commentators/rabid shock jocks. 10 years of distortion and outright misrepresentation of the facts regarding asylum seekers and refugees. 10 years since the Howard government breached international maritime, refugee and human rights law, not to mention basic standards of human decency.
 
Some interesting reading on the Tampa:
The fate of Tampa returnees http://www.theage.com.au/national/lives-dogged-by-poverty-danger-and-uncertainty-the-struggle-continues-for-tampas-returnees-20110819-1j22q.html
The incorrigible Philip Ruddock has no regrets
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1580920/No-regrets-for-Ruddock-10-years-after-Tampa   
Mungo Maccullum on how little has changed 
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/2850250.html
 
Malaysia Deal
 
Malaysia Deal, Malaysia Solution, Malaysia Fiasco - call it what you will, its future, along with the future of those subject to it, still hangs in the balance. The High Court will hand down its decision next Wednesday on the legality of sending asylum seekers back to Malaysia. Further info:
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/national/national/general/asylum-decision-reserved/2267607.aspx 
http://www.theage.com.au/national/limit-to-asylum-seeker-protection-20110823-1j8g7.html?from=age_sb 
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/politics/fine-points-of-law-determine-the-fate-of-asylum-seekers-20110823-1j8en.html 
 
The Senate Standing Committe on Legal and Constitutional Affairs is conducting an inquiry in to the deal and has invited written submissions.
 
Get involved

Visit people in detention. We will have another visitor training night soon - please let us know if you are interested in coming

Write a letter to someone in detention

Mindil Beach Markets stall, Sunday September 18th, 4 - 8pm. Help needed to staff the stall! contact Emma

Families for Families - at the DAL, September 25th, 3 - 6pm. Help with organising or on the day! contact Cat

Happy Yess Fundraiser, October 13th. Music, bands , performances. Contact Chris
 
Next meeting

Next meeting Monday August 29th at 5:30 pm at Volunteering SA&NT Inc (the conservation volunteers building) Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.  All welcome.

We are still looking for a northern suburbs venue, please let us know if you have any ideas!
 
News Wrap
  
Excellent article outlining the absurdity of mandatory detention and the odd distinction of applying it to boat arrivals but not air arrivals:
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/politics/asylum-seeker-facts-lost-in-hysteria-20110824-1j9r5.html 
And an accompanying piece - prominent business and union leaders have endorsed a new strategy on asylum seekers that would have mandatory detention phased out within two years and Australia's intake of refugees significantly increased over five years.
http://www.theage.com.au/national/plea-for-asylum-policy-rethink-20110821-1j4vq.html 
 
Detainees removed from Broome hospital by Serco guards after committing the unspeakable crime of talking to a member of the public:
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/politics/asylum-seeker-facts-lost-in-hysteria-20110824-1j9r5.html 
 
Transfer of 7 men at Curtin to Christmas Island after they threatened to burn the place to the ground:
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/curtin-detainees-returned-to-christmas-island-in-secret-operation/story-fn59niix-1226120852500
 
New detention centre at Pontville in Tassie to open in early October  
http://www.themercury.com.au/article/2011/08/25/256021_tasmania-news.html
 
Manus Island - The Australian and PNG Governments have signed an MOU to establish a detention centre on Manus Island
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/new-asylum-boat-arrives-as-png-signs-manus-island-plan/story-e6frg6nf-1226118436412 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/government-still-positive-about-png-as-crews-arrive-to-set-up-manus/story-fn59niix-1226120770324 
 
More regular updates
 
If you would like more regular updates please email us with 'dassanlert' in the subject.
_______________________________________________
Dassdigest mailing list
Dassdigest@dassan.org
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://dassan.org/mailman/listinfo/dassdigest_dassan.org
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