DASSAN UPDATE 22/12/11
Dear friends

thank you all for your support and advocacy for asylum seekers in detention over the last year. Lets hope that in 2012 we see a shift to a more humane refugee policy where we no longer indefinitely lock up children, women and men who come here seeking safety. 

This will be our last update for the year. If you would like more frequent updates you can join the dassalert list where we send out information as we receive it. Email dassan2011@gmail.com with ' join dassalert' in the subject line

In todays update:

· Christmas Presents for Children in detention - and what you can do to offer support after Christmas
· The latest tragedy 
· Support for people in Darwin on Bridging Visas
· Tell John Elferink he doesn't bully asylum seekers in your name
· Ideas for talking to people about these issues
· News wrap up

Christmas presents for children in detention

Thanks to the many people who helped with the christmas present bonanza - donating gifts, doing bulk shopping, and wrapping ! ChilOut raised money through their christmas appeal and purchased 2 karoake machines for young people in the Airport Lodge, as well as a book each We also bought an art pack for every unaccompanied minor with money raised by CHilout. Special thanks to the anonymous people who donated beautiful children's toys and books - they are all being wrapped and we will deliver them this weekend. 

And to the lovely woman who asked me what I was shopping for , and came running after me after I left the shop and put packs of pencils in my trolley. It is heartwarming to know that there are supporters everywhere.

There are nearly 200 children in detention here in Darwin. You can support them, and the women and men who are locked up here, through visiting  writing letters, letting politicians know that you believe in a humane refugee policy, learning more about these issues and talking to friends and colleagues about these issues, and advocating for justice.

If you would still like to donate gifts they are very welcome - particularly for adults - books and art materials are especially welcome. Contact Fernanda, the DASSAN gifts coordinator,  at dassan2011@gmail.com


Another tragedy

This week saw the terrible tragedy off the coast of Indonesia on Saturday night, when an overcrowded asylum seeker boat sank around 90km off the coast of East Java. While Indonesian fishing crew managed to save some of the 200+ people on board, as many as 180 asylum seekers (mainly from Afghanistan and Iran) are now believed to be dead.

The Opposition and the Government have used this as an opportunity to revisit the Malaysia people swap and Nauru. See the Refugee Council of Australia's Press Release on this here. 

As the Director of the Jesuit Refugee Service says : Almost a year to the day when a boat sank off Christmas Island with horrendous loss of life, yet another asylum seeker tragedy, with an even higher death toll, has occurred. People have a right to seek asylum, and Australia is a signatory to the Refugee Convention which clearly states that those who seek asylum and arrive in a country's territory by irregular means should not be penalised. Let us be clear: off-shore processing puts Australia in breach of its international obligations, and makes laughable the claim that Australia is a nation of laws.Of course we want people to stop making the hazardous boat journey to Christmas Island, but tow-backs and off-shore processing are blunt instruments that avoid the complexity of the issue. ( read more here :  Eureka Street ) 



Support for people in Darwin on Bridging Visas

We welcome the movement of people out of detention into the community. In Darwin there are a few people who have been released on bridging visas. They have some short term support from Red Cross and then are on their own with very limited financial support. Red Cross has asked if anyone is able to offer
- Social support 
- old bikes
- Old mobile phones which they could donate for these guys to use initially whilst they get their feet under them. 
- any cyclone kit items

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP please contact Joan at Red Cross on jwashington@redcross.org.au


Let John Elferink Know He Doesn’t Bully Asylum Seekers in Your Name
A number of people contacted Ms Natasha Griggs following the DASSAN request last week. Emails to politicians do make a difference. In our experience they are generally read personally by NT pollies and one politician has told us that the tone they use when discussing asylum seekers has changed as a result of feedback from the Darwin community.
Last week the member for Port Darwin and Shadow Attorney General Mr John Elferink called on asylum seekers not to be allowed near school children and not to be allowed to go on any form of excursions . Mr Elferink did not qualify his statements by not including some of the 170 children in detention in Darwin who he presumably does not want to attend school. Mr Elferink previously raised security  concerns in relation to the playing of ball games near the Asti Motel (http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2011/01/05/3106537.htm?site=darwin) .  There are over 300 people on this email list. If we can get just 10% of people to send an email, Mr Elferink should get the message - tell him he does not bully the most vunerable members of the community in your name: john.elferink@nt.gov.au.
Please also consider sending  the member for Casuarina, Mr Kon Vatskalis, an email. Mr Vatskalis bravely stood up publically for asylum seekers and against the fear mongering of Ms Griggs and Mr Elferink (http://www.ntnews.com.au/article/2011/12/16/278535_ntnews.html): minister.vatskalis@nt.gov.au     

talking to people - the facts about asylum seekers

From A Just Australia (http://www.ajustaustralia.com/) wrote the following in their end of year email:
No doubt you are well into end-of-year celebrations. If at those barbecues and parties you hear comments like “not another boat”, “I don’t want a detention centre near me” or “they should wait in queues”, here are some ideas http://www.ajustaustralia.com/info/mythsfacts.php for combating these statements. Often people just haven’t thought it through, being swayed by politicians and media outlets who promote a sense of fear. A friendly, rational chat can make all the difference. Let us know how you get on, through mail@ajustaustralia.com. We would love the feedback so that next year we can better equip you and all refugee advocates to tackle these sometimes tricky conversations.

You can also find lots of mythbusters here 

News Wrap Up

Labor ready to put Nauru on table
Picture: ABC TV Source: The Daily Telegraph LABOR is prepared to accept sending asylum-seekers to Nauru as part of a deal with the Coalition to legislate its Malaysia Solution and reinstate offshore processing

Dozens more bodies of asylum-seekers found
INDONESIAN rescuers have found the bodies of dozens of asylum-seekers from the overloaded boat that capsized en route to Australia, an Indonesian official said yesterday

Asylum seekers recall boat sinking
Survivors of the weekend's asylum seeker boat tragedy off Indonesia have told harrowing stories of the diaster

Sydney holds vigil for boat victims
REFUGEE advocates have held a candlelight vigil in Sydney in commemoration of the asylum seekers believed to have drowned off the Indonesian coast

If we're serious about stopping the boats we must take more refugees
Of course, it is tragic when asylum seekers die in a desperate attempt to reach protection. It is also tragic when they stay behind and are slaughtered.

	Catholic bodies call for humanitarian migrant response
The Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office (ACMRO) and the Edmund Rice Centre have expressed sorrow over the news of the deaths of a possible 160 people, mostly thought to be asylum seekers from Afghanistan and Iran



Asylum standoff intensifies
The federal government has upped the pressure on the Coalition to reopen discussions on offshore processing for asylum seekers, revealing letters from the PM to the Opposition Leader

Asylum seeker families sent to Leonora
A group of asylum seeker families has been moved to the Leonora detention centre in Western Australia, joining 30 un-accompanied minors housed at the remote facility

Navy delivers 130 asylum seekers to Darwin
The Immigration Department says 130 asylum seekers rescued from two unseaworthy boats last week have been brought to Darwin

Focus on people loss, not politics: Rudd
A boat carrying asylum seekers sank in rough seas off the coast of Java on Saturday. It is expected the death toll will exceed at least 150 people, with authorities also concerned that as many as 40 children may have died.

Fighting for Afghan deportee
Mr Barton implored local Afghans to lobby the Afghan ambassador to Australia to be careful in signing travel documents to send sylum seekers back to their homeland. "It's a terrible situation that someone should be sent back to where they're unsafe," ...

Detention centre staff condemned by coroner over deaths of Villawood detainees
A NSW coroner has slammed the immigration department and two private contractors for failing in their duty of care to three asylum-seekers who took their own lives over a three-month period in 2010

Make asylum journey safer, Greens say
The federal government must do more to stop asylum seekers making the perilous sea journey to Australia, Greens Senator Sarah Hanson-Young says.

Little to sing about on Christmas Island
But for asylum seekers crammed into an overcrowded detention centre this festive season, life on Christmas Island is far from a song. According to official Immigration Department figures, there are currently 1203 people in detention on Christmas Island

A chance to do it the right, fair and humane way
By Kon Karapanagiotidis | View Archive December 16th, 2011, 2:37 pm The announcement by the Gillard Government thatasylum seekers arriving by boat in Australia will be granted Bridging Visas to live in the community heralds the beginning

Politicians clash over detainee excursions
LABOR MLA Kon Vatskalis has slammed his CLP counterparts for attempting to create fear and hatred of asylum seekers. "They are trying to turn a compassionate Australia into a redneck Australia

Abbott welcomes Nauru reports
Opposition Leader Tony Abbott has welcomed reports that Labor may be prepared to send asylum seekers to Nauru as part of a deal that would pave the way for a resumption of offshore processing of boat arrivals.

Tony Abbott not budging on Malaysia Solution for asylum-seekers
TONY Abbott is refusing to accept Labor's Malaysia Solution on asylum-seekers despite the government formally embracing his plan to reopen a processing facility on the Pacific island of Nauru under a suite of measures to stop people-smuggling


Wishing you and yours a joyous festive season and a peaceful and just new year

Cheers

Justine
dassan.org

