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Dear friends

Thank you to all those who came on Wednesday night to commemorate the tragic events of the SIEV-X 10 years ago , be reminded by our speakers of how little things have changed ( see :  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-20/20111020-siev-commemoration/3581052 )  -   and to share ideas how those of us who care about these issues can work to make these changes happen.

The DASSAN network continues to grow - we welcome new members, and look forward to working with you for justice.

DASSAN is looking for a website coordinator!!! Are you interested in maintaining our website with latest news, events and links? contact dassan2011@gmail.com

We welcome last weeks Federal Government’s migration policy changes to process asylum seekers arriving by boat onshore, and move people into the community as quickly as possible ( see Refugee Council Press Release here). Join us in opposing mandatory detention and the new 1500 detention centre at Wickham Point :

Community rally against Wickham Point, October 26th, 1230 pm outside DIAC offices
Wickham Point is due to open mid November - the first 500 beds ( of 1500) 35 km from Darwin in a mosquito and midge infested area. Come and show your support for asylum seekers and opposition to mandatory detention. 
more info here and flyer attached - please spread the word

Visiting people in detention  
We have requests for a community visitor from many people in detention, and so are planning another visitor training night in the next month. If you are interested please  contact the DASSAN Visitor Program at dassanvisits@gmail.com.
For information about visiting go to: dassan visitor information

DIrected persons program
This Program is designed for community members to take people in detention on excursions. Catholic Care and Vinnies will be working together on the DPP and the department will be conducting another training session for Catholic Care volunteers in Darwin on 27 October. For information contact SVDP at "Volunteer.NT or " <volunteer.nt@svdpnt.org.au> or catholic care at: darwin@catholiccarent.org.au

T-shirts
New DASSAN tshirts designed by young people are available !!   - look out for them at DASSAN events and stalls or contact MyNT at youth.myynt@gmail.com

Letter writing project
DASSAN works with ASCI ( Asylum Seekers Christmas Island) letter writing project recieves letters from all over Australia for people in detention as well as from many people here in Darwin.
We are looking for a co-ordinator for this project. More details dassan2011@gmail.com

What can I do?

Visit people in detention
Join our letter writing project
Write to politicians
Write to the NT news
Come to a DASSAN meeting
Come to the Happy Yess Fundraiser
Enter or spread the word about the tshirt competition
learn about the issues and share information with friends and colleagues

and much more! go to www.dassan.weebly.com for more

news round up

http://www.ntnews.com.au/article/2011/10/17/266841_lifestyle.html 
"Meet a real - fishing , pauls ice coffee drinking - Boat person " - here in the NT



THE new chief of the navy has highlighted the dangers to defence personnel and asylum-seekers of turning back boats at sea, as promised by Tony Abbott under his border protection plans.
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/defence/turning-the-boats-back-risks-lives-admiral-ray-griggs/story-e6frg8yo-1226171197750?from=hot-topics-na

The federal government has abandoned a pledge to take an extra 1000 refugees a year from overseas camps, officials have confirmed.
http://www.smh.com.au/national/boat-people-to-fill-labour-shortages-in-towns-20111015-1lqg6.html
MANY asylum seekers from the Pontville detention centre have been granted visas and are now living in the community, some in Hobart. Just 77 asylum seekers are now housed at Pontville, down from 135 at the start of the monthhttp://www.themercury.com.au/article/2011/10/15/268981_tasmania-news.html
THE chief executive of the Red Cross, Robert Tickner, has urged politicians to make a ''fresh start'' on boat arrivals and support the Red Cross as it shifts asylum seekers into community housing. http://www.smh.com.au/national/red-cross-chief-calls-on-mps-for-support-20111014-1lpag.html#ixzz1bKLFr1VH
A leading lawyer in the Northern Territory has told a Darwin gathering that nothing has changed on the asylum seeker front since the children overboard scandal. http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-20/20111020-siev-commemoration/3581052 
Australia bucks asylum seeker trends http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2011/s3343072.htm
Industrialized countries saw a 17 per cent increase in asylum applications in the first half of this year, with most claimants coming from countries with long-standing displacement situations. http://www.unhcr.org/4e9d33cc9.html  
behave or 'go back to top security'
Asylum-seekers on Christmas Island board one of two planes taking 174 of them to facilities on the mainland

Courage in speaking up
NT News Editorial - In the recent debate about asylum seekers, our federal politicians have stooped to ridiculous new lows.



Next DASSAN Meeting :  
DASSAN meetings are a chance to meet other people in the network, and to share ideas and information. DASSAN meets fortnightly on Monday nights- our next meeting is Monday October 24th at 530 pm at  Volunteering SA&NT Inc ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.   All welcome

Cheers

Justine
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