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Dear friends

Forcible deportation to Afghanistan
On Saturday, the Minister for Immigration intends to forcibly return the first asylum seeker to Afghanistan under the terms of the MOU that was signed between the two states earlier this year. Ismail is an ethnic Hazara who fled Afghanistan after his father was killed by the Taliban for his imputed association with the political group Hezbe-e-Wahdat. Arriving in Australia by plane in January 2010, Mr Mirzajan has been detained in Villawood Immigration Detention centre for the past two years. During his time he has witnessed 3 suicides and the devastation of the riots that took place earlier this year. Now the government is set to forcibly return him to the very country he’s been running from for the past 11 years, deeming that it he faces no credible threat of harm.
It is one thing to determine that someone is not owed protection under the Refugee Convention. It is another thing entirely to deem it safe to send someone into a volatile warzone into the direct path of serious harm.
Under the Migration Act, the Minister for Immigration has discretionary power to allow a person to remain in Australia if it is deemed within the public interest.
As Ismail himself said, “I told Immigration it's OK if they send me, you can send my dead body to my country because either way I'm dead.”

Many of our friends here in detention are worried both for Mr Mirzajan and for what this deportation will mean for them and their friends:
 " Please Please do some thing for him and lend him a hand and dont let him to be deported bach to Afghanistan ,
because it really had a negative cosiquence for all the asylum seekers in Australia i meant for all Afghan asylum seekers in Australia , you know from the time i heart this news i dont know what i do and i dont know where i walk , and it really made me more concern , not only me but all the Afghan asylum seekers feel worry about this happening ."

Legal proceedings began on Wednesday the prevent the deportation - if you would like updates on this (and other events as they happen) you can join the dassalert list - email dassan2011@gmail.com with join dassalert in the subject line

Please contact the Minister - an example letter from a DASSAN member is here 

FREEDOM SONGS - DASSAN FUNDRAISER,  December 1st
Please join us for a fantastic night of music ( Mark Hilton and Dan Davies), drumming, dance and food ( by My Sisters Kitchen) to support those seeking asylum. 
The Railway Club, December 1st . Download the flyer here  -  please spread the word!

We will be giving out awards on the night - both for people who have contributed to the fight for justice and deserve recognition and thanks, and for those who need to be named for the opposite ( The Howard Humanitarian Award - for the compassionate treatment of Asylum seekers)

Please send your nominations and suggestions to TIm at tim-walsh@netspace.net.au
For more information or to help on the night contact Hayley at Hayley.Franklin@cdu.edu.au  

Help needed!!!!
DASSAN is producing an end of year card reminding people about these issues this festive season. Are you interested in coordinating this? Contact dassan2011@gmail.com

Visiting people in detention

Thank you to all those who came to the training for new visitors on Monday night, and the information session for current visitors. If you are interested in visiting people in detention we know of many people who would appreciate a visitor from the community. For more information contact dassanvisits@gmail.com

DASSAN T-shirts!!
New DASSAN tshirts designed by young people are available !!   - look out for them at DASSAN events and stalls or contact MyNT at youth.mynt@gmail.com

NEXT DASSAN MEETING
Monday 21st, 5.30 pm, Volunteers SA/NT ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.  All welcome .

What can I do?
Visit people in detention.  contact dassanvisits@gmail.com for more information
Join our letter writing project     If you would like to be involved in this project or have ideas for how we can continue to support people in detention through letter writing please contact Fernanda , the letter writing coordinator, at dassan2011@gmail.com. Go here for ideas about letter writing
Write to politicians
Write to the NT news
Come to a DASSAN meeting
learn about the issues and share information with friends and colleagues
and much more! go to www.dassan.weebly.com for more

Website:  If you would like to contribute to our website or have ideas or suggestions please contact David at dassan2011@gmail.com


News of the week

Asylum-seeker's deportation delayed
A legal move to stop the deportation of an Afghan asylum-seeker has been adjourned just days before he was due to be sent home. Counsel for Ismail Mirzajan, 27, filed an application in the Federal Court yesterday to stop his forcible deportation

Afghans approved forced deportation: court
Mr Mirzajan's legal team's argument relies on media reports saying the Afghan government doesn't accept that its agreement with Australia allows for the deportation of failed asylum seekers from Australia. Minister Bowen disagrees

People-smuggling charges dropped against 15yo boy
The Australian Government has dropped people-smuggling charges against a 15-year-old Indonesian boy after lawyers travelled to his village to prove he was under-age

Indonesian boy escapes people-smuggling charge
CALLS for a judicial inquiry into young Indonesians being held in adult prisons in Australia have escalated after commonwealth authorities dropped charges of people-smuggling against another Indonesian youth. 

'Evil' of Forgotten Australians could be repeated
The former child migrant, singled out Australia's treatment of asylum-seekers in mandatory detention as another potentially ugly chapter. 

	Refugee numbers 'eminently manageable'
by Staff writer Bishop Philip Huggins told Synod that the number of refugees, including asylum seekers, 
Australia was receiving was “eminently manageable” and that the national debate on the issue
 had to be reframed from a negative to a positive



Darwin lawyer walks the line on refugees
DARWIN lawyer Simon Lee is a walking contradiction: he speaks out for the rights of asylum seekers yet supports putting them in detention. Mr Lee has spoken out about the lack of rights for asylum seekers in detention

	Lone media voices keep government bastards honest
More about the Serco / DIAC contract which allows Serco to hire untrained guards to handle 
culturally and psychologically sensitive tasks in work that includes the protection of newly arrived asylum seekers



	Bipartisan bill attacks refugees
International law professor Ben Saul said the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of 
Migrants by Land, Sea and Air criminalises the “smuggling of migrants”, but contains explicit
 exception in cases of refugees andasylum seekers



ASIO condemned over asylum seeker security clearances
Speculation has been raised about the influence of the Sri Lankan High Commission over ASIO and the immigration department as they carry out security checks for Tamil asylum seekers

	When the umpire takes a stand
Even if the judges had not wished to be embroiled in the Malaysian controversy, they had no choice 
but to rule once the asylum seekers brought the action. Deciding on the legality of their removal 
from Australia was not an example of activism



	What happens in Curtin, stays in Curtin‎
I have just returned from my fifth visit to the Curtin Immigration Detention Centre in
 Western Australia's remote Kimberley region
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