Dear Friends

Opposition to mandatory detention and offshore processing

This week has seen many people come out against the current systems of mandatory detention, and offshore processing, including the AMA,  labour MPs, St Vincent de Paul   and even Andrew Metcalfe, the Secretary of the Department of immigration and Citizenship . In a SMH/AGE survey, the majority of Australians said they were against offshore protesting.
And in Darwin, a magistrate hearing charges of alleged assault by a man in detention at the NIDC, said he would be frustrated too, if he had been locked up for 20 months waiting for his security checks to be completed.


Inquiry Into the Immigration Detention Network.

DASSAN and many DASSAN members have put in submissions to the Inquiry into the Immigration Detention Network. Information about the Committee of Inquiry can be found here. Submissions are being uploaded to the website and can be accessed here . You can see Andrew Metcalfe's speech to the Inquiry here. The Inquiry website also has links to statistics on Immigration detention 2007 -11, and detailed answers to questions on notice . At this stage we are not aware of any public hearings in Darwin, but will keep you informed.
The Committee has also asked for submissions from people who have been or are in immigration detention, which can be received up to September 16th, so if you have contact with people who are or have been in detention, please encourage them to share their thoughts.

This mailing list

We now have more than 300 people on out mailing list. It is wonderful to know that so many people in our community care about this issue.

Some of you have asked for email updates less often, and some have asked if we can share more news via email.

In response to this, we have a new system for our mailing list. To the dassdigest mailing list ( this one), we will aim to send out one email update per week. We will be updating the website during the week so you can go there for information as it happens.

If you would like to be kept up to date with information, events, protests etc as we know about them, you can join the dassalert list as well. We will mail out to the dassalert list more often - if you would like up to date emails, please email us with ' join dassalert' in the subject line.


10 years since the Tampa:
Next Friday the 26th will mark 10 years since the momentous and horrendous events surrounding the MV Tampa's rescue of 433 asylum seekers...the legacy of which we are very much living with today, with offshore processing, mandatory detention, and excision of islands to Australia's north still advocated by both Labor and the Coalition.
Next Tuesday night , 23 August,  at 7.30pm on SBS ONE, SBS insight is screening a Tampa anniversary special . They have only included Tampa refugees, their friends and family, and a couple of members of the general public (no politicians or advocates). There will also be an online chat after the program next Tuesday night which will start at 8.30pm at www.sbs.com.au/insight.

Get involved

Visit people in detention. We will have another visitor training night soon - please let us know if you are interested in coming

Write a letter to someone in detention

Mindil Beach Markets stall, Sunday September 18th, 4 - 8pm. Help needed !!  to staff the stall! contact Emma

Families for Families - at the DAL, September 25th, 3 - 6pm. Help with organising or on the day! contact Cat

Happy Yess Fundraiser, October 13th. Music, bands , performances. Contact Chris 

Footprints of my Heart exhibition, at the Supreme court , closes Saturday. If you haven;t had a chance to see it, it will be open Saturday 10 - 3 at the Court's request for their open day. If you are able to help on the day, please contact Vikki on 0467272127 


Next meeting
next meeting Monday August 29th at 530 pm at Volunteering SA&NT Inc (the conservation volunteers building) Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.  All welcome.
We are still looking for a northern suburbs venue, please let us know if you have any ideas!


Go to the DASSAN website here ,  or post on our blog here

Cheers

Justine
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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