Dear friends,

Events coming up

Mindil Beach Markets stall, this Sunday September 18th, 4 - 8pm. We will have general information as well as flyers for the event the following Sunday the 25th at the DAL.  A great opportunity to talk to people in the Darwin community about issues that we are concerned about. Can you help for an hour or more ? contact Emma

T-shirt competition!
As part of National Child Protection Week week DASSAN was successful in applying for some funding to have T-shirt competition for young people. ( thank you NAPCAN!) 
Many of you would remember our T-shirt competition from last year and are still proudly wearing one of the DASSAN creations!
The t-shirt design competition will be happening over the next couple of weeks.- we are currently advertising in schools and young people's organisations for young people to submit designs. Three winning designs will be chosen and will be printed at ( or for) the families for families event at the DAL on September 25th.  Interested in helping or want more information? contact Zac

Families for Families - at the DAL, September 25th, 3 - 6pm. 
Poster here - please distribute widely!
Help with organising or on the day! contact Cat

Happy Yess Fundraiser, October 13th. Music, bands , performances. Want to perform , help organise or just find out more?Contact Chris

Senate Commitee hearings in Darwin - on Monday 26th
DASSAN has been invited to give evidence to this Committee- please let us know if you want us to raise anything specific.
Submissions ( including DASSAN and individual DASSAN members can be found at the website,  here 

ACOSS Statement
ACOSS co-ordinated and published a statement from the community sector about asylum seekers, signed by over 250 organisations ( including us). You can read more about this campaign here. 

Seeking donations
Does anyone have a spare bike or computer  they can donate to asylum seekers recently released and now living in Darwin?
A man in detention has requested books (second hand is fine) on running a business in Australia and on selling cars in Australia. Would any one have anything of that nature lying about that they'd be happy to donate?
Some recently arrived unaccompanied minors have asked if we can get any  Farsi/English dictionaries.

Nominate a volunteer
Many people volunteer lots of time and energy to support and advocate for asylum seekers. Consider nominating one of them for a volunteer award - details here. Nominations close September 30th.

Visiting People in Detention
For all people interested in visiting an individual in detention, we will be having a training night at Melaleuca on TUESDAY September 27th. This training will cover the logistics of visiting, what you can expect, and how to look after yourself and the person you are visiting. If you are interested in attending please let us know ASAP at dassan2011@gmail.com

Directed Persons Program
St Vinnies will be working with the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) to provide volunteers who can take asylum seekers for approved outings – for example, local parks, shopping centres, home for a meal, Territory Wild life park etc. Up to four or five people (eg a family group) can have an outing with you  without guards. Just on your own with the clients. DIAC and Catholic Care will also be working together on this program, with training at a later date.
 
DIAC will provide training for interested volunteers at 6pm Thursday 29 September, concluding around 8.30. Venue – St Vincent de Paul, 107 Dick Ward Drive, Coconut Grove. If numbers coming are high, we will find another venue and let you know. You do not have to have any police or other clearances at this stage. So come along!
 
If you would like more information please contact Fergal at St Vinnies on 0400 981 202 or emails volunteer.nt@svdpnt.org.au or  fergal.fleming@svdpnt.org.au 

Concerts at the NIDC
A group of volunteers are working towards running regular concerts at the Darwin Detention Centre. There is one tentatively set for Thu Oct 13,  mainly using those in the Centre as the entertainers.
Help needed!!!! - anyone interested in lending a hand in preparing for and running these concerts can contact Kevin on 0411 135 418 or   macca@blarneybulletin.com

Ombudsman's inquiry into self harm and suicide in detention centres
At this stage there is no formal submission or hearing process for this inquiry - if you would like to provide any information to the Inquiry, the contact person is s George Masri (Senior Assistant Ombudsman) on george.masri@ombudsman.gov.au or (02) 6276 0129.
Details about the Ombudsman’s inquiry here,  including what it will cover

Next DASSAN Meeting
DASSAN meetings are a chance to meet other people in the network, and to share ideas and information. DASSAN meets fortnightly on Monday nights- our next meeting is Monday September 26th at 530 pm at  Volunteering SA&NT Inc ( the conservation volunteers build ing)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.   All welcome

News Wrap

 
Darwin
Tensions have been rising at the NIDC with a range of protests occurring, including about 20 men burying themselves in a pit.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-09-14/20110914detention-centre-pit-protest/2898706/?site=melbourne
http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/darwin-detention-centre-ready-to-explode-20110914-1k8xy.html 
Conditions at NIDC have been cramped since the recent fire there
http://www.ntnews.com.au/article/2011/09/14/260121_ntnews.html 
 
Malaysia/Offshore processing
 
Abbott appears to be standing firm on denying the government the support it needs to pass legislation to reinstate the Malaysia agreement
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2011/s3318923.htm 
 
Gillard is refusing to discuss alternatives to the policy if it fails
http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/gillard-refuses-to-outline-asylum-plan-b-20110914-1k8s5.html
 
UNHCR has called on Australia to rethink its asylum policy
http://www.smh.com.au/national/un-refugee-agency-calls-for-australia-to-rethink-its-asylum-policy-20110911-1k47c.html 
 
 
Around the world & miscellaneous
 
The plight of a refugee in Hyderabad
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/article2449479.ece
 
UNHCR has awarded is Nansen prize to the Yemeni Society for Humanitarian Solidarity.
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle08.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2011/September/middleeast_September246.xml&section=middleeast
 
Ray Jackson, President, indigenous social justice association, on 'Asylum seekers and our, now, one nation' 
http://indymedia.org.au/2011/09/15/asylum-seekers-and-our-now-one-nation
 
Cheers
 
Justine & Rohan






_______________________________________________
Dassdigest mailing list
Dassdigest@dassan.org
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://dassan.org/mailman/listinfo/dassdigest_dassan.org
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