DASSAN update 16 December 2011

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear friends,

Welcome to all the new members of our mailing list - it was great to meet some of you at the Human Rights Day picnic at the Uni on Saturday, and at the breakfast the Friday before. We look forward to working with you!

Member for Solomon, Natasha Griggs Attempts to Whip up Hysteria in Relation to Assault Allegations

As some of you may have seen, allegations have been made in the press that an asylum seeker assaulted children in a Darwin swimming pool. The allegations are very serious and no charges have yet been laid.  

Unfortunately, our representative in Canberra, Natasha Griggs, has used this as an opportunity to whip up community hysteria in relation to asylum seekers and has hit the national airwaves calling on asylum seekers to be banned from public swimming pools. (see MP seeks to stop some asylum seeker excursions)  Ms Griggs has previously stated in Parliament that asylum seekers are contributing to Darwin’s housing shortage, people in Darwin fear asylum seekers because they riot on people’s front lawns and housing asylum seekers, mostly women and children, at the Darwin Airport Lodge is a security risk as they are near an airport.
We now have hundreds of Darwin people on our mailing list and this is a great opportunity to let Ms Griggs know what you think of her attempts to whip up hysteria on this issue. Please send Ms Griggs an email and let her know what you think of her attempts to whip up community fear and hysteria on this issue:  Natasha.Griggs.MP@aph.gov.au. You can call her office on (08) 8981 3434.
PLEASE FORWARD THIS EMAIL TO ANY FRIENDS WHO YOU FEEL MAY BE CONCERNED WITH MS GRIGGS TURNING THESE ALLEGATIONS INTO A POLITICAL ISSUE      

Wickham Point Immigration Detention Centre is now open

WPIDC is currently housing people who have been transferred from Christmas Island. DASSAN and SVDP are arranging a welcome to people. If you are interested in joining us please contact dassan2011@gmail.com or David, Volunteeer Coordinator at SVDP , at volunteer.nt@svdpnt.org.au

SOCCER coordinator!

Multicultural Youth NT have been organising weekly soccer matches with young people in detention and are looking for a new person to coordinate this. It is pretty simple to run - everything is set up. For more information contact Meri : meri.mynt@gmail.com

Next Meeting/ end of year drinks

DASSAN will next meet in the new year. This monday 19th please join us for end of year drinks at the Beachfront Hotel, 530 onwards.

Gifts for people in detention

Want to give a gift to someone in detention? DASSAN's has a brand new Gifts Program which makes it easy for you to give gifts to people in detention in Darwin. Gift ideas might include, books, magazine, games & toys. Contact Fernanda, DASSAN Gifts Coordinator at dassan2011@gmail.com for further info.


Taking Action

Visiting people in detention

Writing letters to people in detention

Writing to politicians ( start with Natasha Griggs above)

GIfts for people in detention - contact Fernanda at dassan2011@gmail.com

DASSAN End of Year cards available - remind people about the children, women and men locked up here in darwin this Christmas

contribute to our website - contact David at dassan2011@gmail.com

Get involved with DASSAN - all people who support asylum seekers are welcome to join us

Help with organising a national refugee advocate convergence on Darwin next Easter - contact Emma for more information at dassan2011@gmail.com

learn more about the issues


News Update

Release sought for asylum boy who attempted suicide
There are 463 asylum seekers in immigration detention waiting for ASIO to complete security checks, and more than 50 people with negative ASIO assessments that have condemned them to indefinite detention, despite being genuine refugees

Court overturns visa ruling on Afghan teen
Pamela Curr from the Asylum Seekers Resource Centre insists she has seen several cases deliberately delayed

Playing politics in the asylum seeker debate
This week in Australia, two Liberal state governments are predictably trying to incite fear and get political mileage out of asylum seekers being released into the community.

Psychiatrist numbers boosted to help treat asylum seeker mental health crisis
THE Department of Immigration will significantly boost the number of psychiatrists available to treat asylum seekers in detention, after sustained lobbying by the mental health profession

Protests target Perth detention centre
Protesters have targeted the immigration detention centre at Perth Airport in a bid to stop the deportation of two Tamil asylum seekers to Sri Lanka

Shameful reporting from the Australian:
Refugees fear rapid influx of boatpeople
Picture: James Croucher Source: The Australian REBECCA Nyaret knows first-hand how hard it can be for asylum-seekers to integrate into the community. As a refugee from Sudan, she struggled to understand our language and culture

Boatpeople to 'disappear' if refugee claims refused
ASYLUM-SEEKERS housed in the community under a plan by the Gillard government to ease the pressure on detention centres will "disappear" when their refugee claims are refused and could inflame tensions in other migrant communitities

Bowen blames Coalition for boat surge
THE plan to move asylum-seekers out of detention centres and into the community has triggered a war with the two largest states

and the Daily Telegraph:
Beware the asylum seeker flood -3600 expected over the next six months
A FLOOD of 3600 asylum seekers is expected over the next six months, the Department of Immigration warned as two more boats arrived.

Hazara in detention wins prestigious Human Rights Art Award in Darwin, Australia
Home ownership may be still part of the Australian dream for some, and that certainly includes Hazaraasylum seekers who risk their lives in boats to come here in the hope of one day bringing their wives and children to settle in a safe country 

	Asylum seeker policy betrays Labor's true believers
Labor has changed its party platform to allow offshore processing of asylum seekers. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen The Labor Party made history last week by passing a policy to support, for the first time, the offshore processing of asylum-seeker



MP seeks to stop some asylum seeker excursions
By Bridget Brennan A Darwin MP has called on Immigration Minister Chris Bowen to suspend some asylum seeker excursions in Darwin

Malaysia Solution a mistake, says Geneva scholar
Asylum-seekers arrive at Christmas Island yesterday after a boat carrying 100 passengers and two crew was intercepted, the 67th to arrive this year.

Service to mark year since Christmas Island tragedy
By Sarah Hawke A memorial service will be held on Christmas Island this morning to mark 12 months since a boat carryingasylum seekers smashed up on rocks, killing up to 50 people

Boy refugees' treatment under fire in courts
THE federal government has come under renewed judicial attack over the way it treats unaccompanied teenage asylum seekers. 

Call for Roxon to reevaluate ASIO assessments 

Playing politics in the asylum seeker debate
Last week the largest conference on refugees and stateless people in UNHCR's 60 year history was held in Geneva.In his opening address, High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres pointed to populist politicians and irresponsible elements of the media who "exploit feelings of fear and insecurity

People smuggling charges against boy dropped
People smuggling charges against an Indonesian boy have been dropped after lawyers proved that he was a child.The boy will now be reunited with his family


Thank you !

All of DASSAN's work is done by volunteers and there are a bunch of amazing people who have worked incredibly hard over the past year.  Special thanks to Carl, Rohan, Al, Beth, Kirsty, Fernanda, Emma, Cat, Tim, Hayley, Zac, Habib and David

Many organisations support our work as well - in particular thank you to: 
Jane and Joan at Red Cross, Melalueca Refugee Centre, DCLS, NT Working Women's Centre, NTCOSS, Viva La Body, The Groove, The Railway Club, Bishop Hurley and the Catholic Diocese, Nightcliff Uniting Church, Darwin Uniting Church, My Sisters Kitchen, John Toohey Chambers, MyNT, MCNT, SVDP, ASRC, ASCI, ChilOut, Volunteering SA/NT, NAPCAN

and of course all of you!!  who visit, write letters to people in detention, politicians and newspapers, talk to people about this issue, come to public events and do much more. 


cheers

Justine
dassan.org
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