DASSAN update 14/10/11

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear friends,

We welcome the announcement that the Government will ( for the moment) abandon offshore processing and work towards increased community detention and bridging visas. Details remain unclear - more information here where Chris Bowen on Lateline explains possible new arrangments for onshore processing  : http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2011/s3339264.htm.
More news below.

REGGAE FOR REFUGEES - thanks to all those who came along for music and entertainment last night ! There was also a concert at the NIDC with musicians from inside and outside the centre playing together. Come along to one of our next events :

10th Anniversary of the SIEVX - Wednesday October 19
Next Wednesday is the 10th anniversary of the terrible events of the SIEV X. Join us for a talk by John Lawrence, SC, Jeswynn Yogaratnam ( human rights law st CDU) and others, as well as a candle lighting vigil and screening of the film ' Hope', the tale of SIEV X told by Amal, one of the survivors.
see attached flyer
For detailed information about the SIEVX go to:  http://sievx.com/

Community rally against Wickham Point, October 26th, 1230 pm outside DIAC offices
Wickham Point is due to open mid November - the first 500 beds ( of 1500) 35 km from Darwin in a mosquito and midge infested area. Come and show your support for asylum seekers and opposition to mandatory detention.
more info here and flyer attached - please spread the word

Visiting people in detention  
Welcome to all the new people who have joined our community visitor program , and a special thanks to Melalueca for hosting and providing training last Wednesday night. If you were not able to come but would like information about visiting please contact the DASSAN Visitor Program at dassanvisits@gmail.com.
For information about visiting go to: dassan visitor information

Ombudsman's inquiry
DASSAN is meeting with the The Commonwealth Ombudsman’s office as part of their investigation into Suicide and Self-harm in the Australian Immigration Detention Network. Please let us know if there are any issues or stories you wish us to share, in particular in relation to the terms of reference here 

The DASSAN Legal Group
The DASSAN Legal Group is made up of volunteer lawyers from the Darwin community who are willing to assist people in detention in a range of ways. The DASSAN Legal Group does not assist with migration or visa matters, but can refer people to other organisations to get this assistance.  The Legal Group can help out with things like complaints to the Ombudsman and the Australian Human Rights Commission about conditions of detention, Police complaints and other matters. 
Where the legal list is unable to provide assistance, it will try to help by referring you to an organisation that can assist.
For more information : dassanlegal@gmail.com

NTCOSS ASYLUM SEEKER PROJECT
NTCOSS has commenced a short term project focussing on asylum seekers in detention in Darwin. We will primarily be mapping existing and potential services being provided to asylum seekers in Darwin by the non-government sector. This exciting project aims to determine existing and potential stakeholders and partnerships involved in the provision of support for asylum seekers in the Northern Territory and to identify gaps in this support. The project is the result of discussions between members of DASSAN and NTCOSS and will also seek to identify how the work of stakeholders can be supported into the future. Our project worker, Tracy Worrall will be contacting organisations in the near future to seek your support and information.If you would like further information about this project please contact Tracy Worrall on projects2@ntcoss.org.au


Support for asylum seekers in the community
One of the ideas which came from the mandatory detention public forum on October 3rd was people discussing support for asylum seekers including accommodation, financial support or business owners or employers who would be willing to offer work to asylum seekers if they were let out of detention. The NT news is interested in running a story on this which will, of course, be only a gesture aimed at getting media attention and making it clear how many people in the community support asylum seekers. It will be most effective though if people who come forward can specify exactly what support and how much they would realistically be able to offer. For example, if they have a spare room, two spare rooms, or if they are an employer whether they have 5 or 10 or 15 vacant positions. 
If you are able to add your voice to this campaign please contact Ellie ( NT News)  directly on 89449788 or 0457265012. She is happy to speak to people either individually or as a group. She would also like to get a group photo (up to each person, of course if they want to be included in this.) Whether it is a large number of people or only two or three who are serious about it it will be a campaign worth running. 
If you want to be included in this campaign but don’t feel comfortable talking to the media directly, or if you would like some guidance on what to say, please contact Fernanda on 0415184856 and I can pass a message on for you.  

What can I do?

Visit people in detention
Join our letter writing project
Write to politicians
Write to the NT news
Come to a DASSAN meeting
Come to the Happy Yess Fundraiser
Enter or spread the word about the tshirt competition
learn about the issues and share information with friends and colleagues

and much more! go to www.dassan.weebly.com for more



news round up
The abandoned Malaysia proposal:
	Where to now? Gillard warns that even though there will be capacity in the far flung detention facilities to handle an extra 1000 asylum seekers, more are coming



Bridging visas 'preferred' model for boat people  Catherine Branson has urged the use of bridging visas for asylum seekers following her trip to the Curtin Detention Centre in Western Australia

Adviser wants onshore processing in the spotlight     Ms Coleman says if either side of politics continues to pursue offshore processing, their focus should be on the countries in our region which shoulder the greatest burden of hosting asylum seeker

SERCO:
Barely trained casual workers in detention centres Immigration Minister Chris Bowen has used his special powers under the Migration Act to turn the casual workers into guards authorised to deal with asylum-seekers and respond to incidents such as riots and suicide attempt

Companies use immigration crackdown to turn a profit - NY Times article on SERCO in Australia

Other news

Allegations of water denied to rooftop protestor at NIDC : and Senators concerns about DIAC evidence regarding this at the Inquiry http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2011/10/12/3338197.htm?site=darwin

No maximum period in detention: Bowen Immigration Minister Chris Bowen has ruled out establishing a maximum period in detention for asylum seekers.

Australia accused of holding children in adult jails   As we know this is a trade that has cost scores of asylum seekers their lives. Isn't it fair that the Australian authorities should try these people that were on the boats

Volunteer for asylum seeker activities  the designated persons program - ABC finds getting information out of the Immigration department, regarding asylum seekers, is about as easy as not sweating during the build up.

Refugees caught in legal limbo More than 40 asylum seekers remain in Australian detention limbo after being found to be refugees, but assessed by ASIO to be security risks and therefore unable to be released


Next DASSAN Meeting :  
DASSAN meetings are a chance to meet other people in the network, and to share ideas and information. DASSAN meets fortnightly on Monday nights- our next meeting is Monday October 24th at 530 pm at  Volunteering SA&NT Inc ( the conservation volunteers building)  Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.   All welcome

Justine
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_______________
Justine Davis

justinedavis@westnet.com.au

until we are all free, none of us are free

_______________________________________________
Dassdigest mailing list
Dassdigest@dassan.org
http://dassan.org/mailman/listinfo/dassdigest_dassan.org
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