Dear friends

A warm welcome to the many new members of our mailing list - we look forward to working with you. The DASSAN update is sent out once a week. You can also join the dassalert list, if you would like more frequent information and news and events as they happen. Email dassan2011@gmail.com with ' join dassalert' in the subject box

Next DASSAN Meeting
DASSAN meetings are a chance to meet other people in the network, and to share ideas and information. DASSAN meets fortnightly on Monday nights- our next meeting is Monday September 12th at 530 pm at Volunteering SA&NT Inc (the conservation volunteers building) Shop 8/41 Cavenagh Street, Darwin.  All welcome

Senate inquiry 
DASSAN , and some DASSAN members, have made submissions to this Inquiry - you can see all the submissions, including ours,  here 
There will be public hearings in Darwin on September 25th. There are no details yet of time or arrangements, but we will let you know as soon as we do.

Ombudsman's inquiry into self harm and suicide in detention centres
At this stage there is no formal submission or hearing process for this inquiry - if you would like to provide any information to the Inquiry, the contact person is s George Masri (Senior Assistant Ombudsman) on george.masri@ombudsman.gov.au or (02) 6276 0129.
Details about the Ombudsman’s inquiry, including what it will cover.

Events coming up

Families for Families - at the DAL, September 25th, 3 - 6pm. 
Poster attached - please distribute widely!
Help with organising or on the day! contact Cat

T-shirt competition!
As part of National Child Protection Week week DASSAN was successful in applying for some funding to have T-shirt competition for young people. ( thank you NAPCAN!) 
Many of you would remember our T-shirt competition from last year and are still proudly wearing one of the DASSAN creations!
The t-shirt design competition will be happening over the next couple of weeks.- we will be advertising in schools and young people's organisations for young people to submit designs. Three winning designs will be chosen and will be printed at ( or for) the families for families event at the DAL on September 25th. We will send out a flyer for you to distribute soon. Interested in helping or want more information? contact Zac or Matt 
 
Happy Yess Fundraiser, October 13th. Music, bands , performances. Want to perform , help organise or just find out more?Contact Chris

Mindil Beach Markets stall, Sunday September 18th, 4 - 8pm. We will have general information as well as flyers for the event the following Sunday the 25th at the DAL.  A great opportunity to talk to people in the Darwin community about issues that we are concerned about. Can you help for an hour or more ? contact Emma
 
Get involved
 
Visit people in detention. There are many people in detention who would like a visitor from the community. We will have another visitor training night very soon - please let us know if you are interested in coming
 
Write a letter to someone in detention

If you are concerned about issues affecting asylum seekers and have ideas for action please share them. There are many people in our local community who are misinformed and fearful about asylum seekers. Help continue the long history of Darwin as a place which makes strangers welcome. Talk to your families, friends and colleagues, Send letters and texts to the editor and call local radio. There are fact sheets, information and links available here on our website

News from the week 

Darwin & Detention
There have been over 30 suicide attempts at NIDC since late last week. There have been daily peaceful protests in the centre’s kitchen.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-09-08/dancing-classes-at-darwin-detention-centre/2876060
 
Accommodation for asylum seekers at the now under-construction Wickham Point detention centre has been slammed as totally unacceptable and immoral for detainees who are forced to be there for long term processing. http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2011/09/05/3309917.htm 
 
The Refugee Action Collective claims that the detention centre at Broadmeadows has been fortified with more fencing, despite Federal Government promises to run the facility as a hostel.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-09-07/refugee-group-angry-over-detention-centre-broken-promise/2875164/?site=melbourne
 
Malaysia/Offshore Processing
 
David Manne will aim to take the government back to court if amends the Migration Act to enable asylum seekers to be processed offshore.
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/immigration/lawyer-ready-for-migration-scrap/story-fn9hm1gu-1226130922649
 
AM reports on the situation in KL for refugees considering the journey to Australia
http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2011/s3311619.htm
 
The coalition believes it can allow asylum-seeker processing on Nauru and Manus Island while ruling it out in Malaysia by making third country processing conditional on the signing of the United Nations' refugee convention. It certainly is reassuring to have the nation’s legal minds working towards such worthy ends...
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/immigration/onshore-processing-a-threat-to-social-harmony-labor-told/story-fn9hm1gu-1226132101543
 
Bringing asylum seekers onto the Australian mainland could lead to the social unrest which has caused violence and disruption across Paris and London, Tony Abbott was warned by DIAC Secretary Andrew Metcalfe and other senior bureaucrats.
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/national/national/general/govts-refugee-warning/2285004.aspx
http://www.smh.com.au/national/prediction-of-refugee-riots-sparks-call-for-sacking-20110908-1jzxq.html
  
News from elsewhere
 
The new academic year got under way on Monday in the world's largest refugee camp complex, with some 43,000 Somali children turning up for classes at Dadaab in north-east Kenya.
http://www.unhcr.org/4e64e2ac9.html
 
Aid groups said Tuesday they are launching an emergency operation to help thousands of people who have crossed into Ethiopia to escape fighting in southeastern Sudan.
The International Organization for Migration said most of the estimated 20,000 refugees who have arrived in Ethiopia so far are stranded on the border with little food, water or shelter.
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hNU-Gpza_QGFzV0T3vzWyQ0ThE4w?docId=c33c1c0a8049471cb1d788123034485d
 
Ahwazis living in al-Walid refugee camp on the Iraqi-Syrian borders are caught between pro-Iranian militias, who are bound to persecute them if they try to enter Iraq, and the Syrian regime, which had previously handed Ahwazi refugees over to the Iranian authorities, said Dr. Karim Abdian, director of the Ahwaz Human Rights Organization.
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/09/06/165643.html

 
Cheers,

Justine 
dassan.org
_______________

justinedavis@westnet.com.au

until we are all free, none of us are free
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_______________________________________________
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